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Dear Editor,

We read with interest the paper of Sung et al. published in your journal [1]. We con-
gratulate the authors for the excellent results using the improvised continuous instilla-
tion negative-pressure wound therapy (NPWTi) system in complex wounds not healed
by conventional dressings. We started using a similar system in 2018 with continuous
irrigation of saline plus chlorhexidine for deep surgical site infections after laparotomy.
The only difference of our system from that of Sung et al. is that the drain is inserted
within the foam. As of today, there is an ongoing trial in our institution comparing con-
ventional negative-pressure wound therapy (NPWT) and NPWTi in this scenario.

We have some questions about case 2, Fig. 5 (methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus au-
reus wound infection after abdominal aortal aneurysm repair). Was the infection locat-
ed only in the middle of the wound? In our practice, the infection usually affects the
whole wound. Where was the NPWTi applied—only in the middle of the wound? Also,
the picture does not clearly demonstrate which kind of flap was used. In our practice, we
use simple sutures for delayed closure with suction drainage maintained for 24 hours.
Were there any allergic complications associated with the povidone-iodine solution?

As for the evidence about NPW Ti—despite the growing experience, sound well-de-
signed trials are still lacking due to many reasons [2,3]. First of all, as the authors noted,
“Statistical comparison between NPWTi and conventional dressing or NPW'T was not
conducted because we selected patients who had complex wounds that were not healed
by conventional dressings.” Adequate comparison is frequently hampered by the extreme
variability of the wounds and the well-known factors influencing wound healing, which
make it very difficult to collect a similar control group. The kind of microbiological flora
in the wounds also influences the outcomes-resistant versus non-resistant pathogens.
There is also a wide variety of solutions that have been used in NPWTi. But as Kim et al.
[2] previously noted, “Instillation of normal saline can achieve comparable outcomes to
other types of solution”

Together, these factors make it difficult to organize a homogeneous and adequate
sample size. Last but not least, we should remember that adequate debridement and
lavage during operating room visits remain the mainstay of the fight against infection.

236 www.jwmr.org

Letter

Received: July 22, 2023
Revised: August 3, 2023
Accepted: August 4, 2023

Corresponding author:
Georgi Popivanov, MD, PhD

Department of Surgery, Military Medical
Academy, Sv. G. Sofiiski Str. 3, Sofia 1606,
Bulgaria

E-mail: gerasimpopivanov@rocketmail.com

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms
of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial
License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/)
which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution,
and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work
is properly cited.

© 2023 Korean Wound Management Society


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9618-3187
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1581-6021
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.22467/jwmr.2017.00108&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2017-05-30

Popivanov G et al.
The ongoing challenges

Conflict of interest

References

JWMR

No potential conflict of interest relevant to this article was re-

ported.

ORCID iDs

Georgi Popivanov  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9618-3187

Kirien Kjossev https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1650-9536

Ventsislav Mutafchiyski
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1581-6021

https://doi.org/10.22467/jwmr.2023.02663

1. SungJY, Bae YC, Nam SB, et al. Clinical outcomes of negative-
pressure wound therapy with instillation without commercial

devices in the treatment of complex wounds. ] Wound Manag

Res 2020;16:13-20.

2. Kim PJ, Attinger CE, Crist BD, et al. Negative pressure wound
therapy with instillation: review of evidence and recommen-

dations. Wounds 2015;27:52-19.

3. Willy C, Harding K. Middle east expert forum on NPWT in
infected wounds: an overview. Wounds Middle East 2016;3:

34-7.

www.jwmr.org 237



